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AMENDMENTS TO THE SOLICITATION

Questions and Answers

Proposals are due March 10, 2003, at 3:30 p.m.

1. Question: In gquestion 10, it was asked if the existing sampler parts
would be made available. The response indicates that the offer must ask
for a specific number of these parts. The existing program has a known
number of sampler filter/denuder modules. Could this number be provided
to offerors?

Answer: Offerors should propose how many modules/cassettes are needed
per sampler to meet their proposed shipping schedules and logistical
plan.

2. Question: Question 11 in amendment 1 refers to the contract end and
start dates. Was there an overlap in contracts considered but not made
available for some reason? It seems that if the EPA is open to a new
contractor taking over this program, an overlap period would be
essential. Would a proposed overlap period be considered?

Answer: If a proposed overlap period is required, we would consider it.
As stated before, offerors should address this in their transition plan.

3. Question: Question 16 in amendment 1 asked for program specific
documentation. The references available on the internet, as listed in
Provision L.18 are not specific to the program. In other words, it does
not appear that the current contractor was required to provide the
current SOPs, QAPP or an example of deliverables. Could more pertinent
documentation to this specific contract please be made available?

Answer: The current SOP’s and QAPP cannot be provided. These documents
were determined to be company confidential by the current contractor.

4. Question: Is the maximum potential contract value given in the response
to question 17 in amendment 1 correct? The EPA website showing current
contracts lists a value in the $20 million range. As asked the question
states “can the government provide the current cost per sample type as
listed in Section B of the solicitation?”

Answer: The maximum potential value of the previous contract was
incorrect in amendment 1, it should have been $20,589,880. No, the
Government cannot provide the current cost per sample type.

5. Question: In the response to question 22 in amendment 1, the
configuration of the FRM samplers is given. There is no mention of a
denuder. Can it be assumed that no denuder is being used?

Answer: Correct. No denuder is being used.
6. Question: Question 29 in amendment 1 was a request to physically

examine one of each sample module type as used in the speciation
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program. In order for an offeror, other than the incumbent, to design a
suitable shipping container, it would be necessary to have, at a
minimum, the physical dimensions and weight for each component. The
information given is neither a schematic nor sufficient to design such a
container. Could the dimensions and weights of the sample modules and
shipping containers be made available? Again could the actual samplers
and containers be made available for inspection?

Answer: If offerors would like the dimensions they may call the various
vendors listed below for dimensions.

MetOne - Dave Gobeli, (909) 371-7877
DGobeli@metone.com

URG - Jon Stone, (919) 942-2753
URGCORPQ@compuserve.com

Rupprecht & Patashnick Co - Mike Meyer, (518) 452-0065
mbmeyer@rpco.com

Thermo Environmental - Eric Kirleis, (508) 520-1460

ekirleis@thermoei.com

Question: The response to gquestion 33 in amendment 1 does not state if

the R&P denuder is coated with sodium carbonate or MgO. Can you please
clarify?

Answer: The R & P denuder is coated with Sodium Carbonate.
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